SO ST UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
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OFFICE OF
SOLID WASTE AND EMERGENCY
RESPONSE

M. Hner Street
Drawer N
GCakwood Virginia 24631

Dear M. Street:

You wote to us with the request to identify who is responsibl e
for underground storage tanks you own but are rented and subl eased to
other parties. You said that four underground storage tanks (USTs)
are going to be closed at this site.

The new technical standards for USTs include requirenents for
properly closing tanks, inspecting the site for contamnation, and
taking corrective action if needed. The new EPA regul ations for USTs
are generally applicable to "owners and operators” to nmake sure that
at least one of these parties is held legally responsible. However,
the regul ations do not clearly specify in those i nstances where there
is both an "owner" and "operator"” whether it is the "owner" or the
"operator"” who nust take corrective action or is liable for pollution
costs. The regulations hold both the owner and operator of the UST
responsi bl e. Thus, in your case, EPA could hold all three parties
responsi ble for assuring conpliance with the closure regul ations.
These |l egal matters nay al so depend on how "owner" and "operator" are
defined in your State UST program One thing is certain: owners and
operators need to di scuss t hese i ssues and deci de anong t hensel ves who
IS going to assure that the requirenents are net. These deci sions
wll also need to be nade if you continue to have operating USTs and
therefore have to neet the general technical and financial
responsibility requirenents.

Cases such as yours underscore the conplexity involved wth
multiple owners and operators. W wll ook to all three parties in
your instance to decide and agree who wi |l assure the required actions
are taken. Al three parties could be subject to enforcenent action
shoul d nonconpl i ance be di scover ed.

For your information, | amencl osi ng copi es of two new brochures



-- "Musts for USTs" and "Dollars and Sense. " These brochures provide
clear summaries of the regulations in "plain English.”

| hope this information is hel pful.
Sincerely yours,
/sl
JimMGCormck, Drector

Policy and Standards D vision
G fice of Underground Storage Tanks



